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also seen that cyclonic storms are a decided stimulus to mental as well as
physical activity. Such facts lead to the conclusion that as man has
learned more and more about protecting himself from cold and moisture,
and about supplying himself with a good diet, he has gradually been able
to preserve both health and comfort in climates which are highly stimulat-
ing, but which were too severe for a more primitive state of civilization.
Thus, even if there had been no cycles of climatic change and no shift-
ing of the main storm belt, the mere progress of civilization would pre-
sumably have gradually carried the centers of the world's activity from
warmer to cooler regions.
QUESTIONS, EXERCISES, AND PROBLEMS
1.	Palestine, when first occupied by the Children of Israel, is described as a land
flowing with milk and honey.   A little farther north in Syria, according to a careful
American archeologist, at about the time of Christ, "an area embracing somewhat
more than 20,000 square miles was more thickly populated than any area of similar
dimensions in England or in the United States is today, if one excludes the immediate
vicinity of the large modern city. . . . Mile after mile of this barren gray country
may be traversed without encountering a single human being.   Day after day may
be spent in traveling from one ruined town to another without seeing any green
thing save a terebinth tree or two standing among ruins. . . . No soil is visible
anywhere except in a few pockets in the rock from which it could not be washed by
the torrential rains of the wet season.  Yet every ruin is surrounded with the remains
of presses for the making of oil and wine.   Only one oasis has been discovered in
these high plateaus."
Explain the preceding facts. Show how and why man's surroundings in Palestine
and Syria have changed in each of the following respects: (#) vegetation; (b) soil;
(c) agriculture; (d) density of population.
2.	Study the diagrams of rainfall in subtropical, monsoon, and mid-continental
regions, Aii2, Aii3, and A420.   Show in each case what effect a diminution of rain-
fall and a shortening of the rainy season would have upon the following conditions:
(a) the seasons of planting and reaping; (£) the character of the crops; (c) the use
of animals; (d) the depth of soil on the mountains.   Which of the three kinds of
regions would be most influenced?   Why?

